                                                             r. 9 (2) (b)
REPUBLIC OF KENYA
IN THE POLITICAL PARTIES DISPUTE TRIBUNAL
COMPLAINT NO……OF 20..
MKENYA HALISI …………..............................................................................COMPLAINANT
VERSUS 
CHAMA CHA UMA …….…………..……............................................................RESPONDENT
AND
 MKENYA HURU…….……………………………..………...….............INTERESTED PARTY

WITNESS STATEMENT FOR THE COMPLAINANT
(Under rule 9 (2)(b) of the Political Parties Dispute Tribunal (Procedure) Regulations 2017)
1. My name is Ms. Swahiba, female adult of sound mind residing in Kanairo County.

2. I am a trained Journalist and Publicist currently working on a short term contract with the Complainant herein. I manage the Communication and Public Relations arm of the Complainants’ political campaign. 

3. The Complainant hired my services vide Contract of Services dated 1st August 2021 for a period of one-year renewable subject to satisfactory performance. My duties include among others managing day to day communication of her campaign, conducting opinion polls and revamping her brand visibility as a female politician.

4. On being instructed by the Complainant I dispatched via email her campaign material and literature as approved by the Respondent to the designated printer procured by the Respondent to enable printing.

5. In thirty minutes I got an email from the printer seeking clarification on whether the names indicated in the campaign material were correct as the initial material sent had the name of the interested party.

6. I brought the email seeking clarity to the attention of the complainant who asked me to confirm that there was no mistake as to names. By return email  , I clarified to the printers  that the campaign material  should be printed as they were and there was no confusion in names. 

7. The Printer called me and I passed the phone to the complainant who was seated next to me. The phone was on speaker, I heard the Printer point out to the Complainant that another candidate, the interested party herein, had similar campaign material even though he was vying as an independent candidate for the same seat of   Kanairo Ndogo Constituency. 

8. The Printer advised the complainant to have the issue the issue resolved lest it leads into confusion for the voters as it was hard to tell from the appearance of the campaign material who was the flag bearer of the Respondent.

9. The Complainant sought my opinion as a publicist and I advised her to seek further information from the interested party first before contacting the Respondent.

10. I on the other hand went to the Printer to try and get a glimpse of how the interested party’s campaign material looked like. The printer was only able to show but was not allowed to print copies without the consent of the Interested party.

11. I called the Complainant and explained to her that from the look of things it would be heard for voters to tell who was the Respondent flagbearer as the interested party had used the Respondent ‘s party symbol and presidential portrait as part of his campaign material.

12. The Complainant promised to pick up the issue with the interested party as he was a person known to her.

13. On the 29th of January 2022, I saw photos and videos of the interested party littered on the respondent ‘s website while launching his campaign. As my training beguiles to take keen interests in such matters of publicity, I realised that the interest party was using the very material of which the Complainant had taken issue with. Besides that, the senior leadership of the Respondent were present in the launch dubbed“marafiki wa chama ni wanachama pia”.

14. Netizens who are supporters of the Complainant kicked up a storm on social media and wondered why the Respondent had given the party ticket to the interested party yet they had voted in the Complainant at the party primaries.

15. To avert the impending bad publicity, I called the Complainant and gave me her my opinion of how to handle the issue as it was bound to confuse her votes and supporters and pass off the interested party as the respondent’s candidate.

16. That ever since, I have refused numerous questions from our supporters questioning the Complainant’ seriousness and commitment towards her political course. Many of her supporters have expressed their despair and scouting for another candidate to support.

17. All the three polls I have carried out to test the popularity of the Complainant have marked remarkable reduction in supporter numbers with supporters convinced that she had dropped out of the race in favour of the interested party courtesy of the campaign material displayed by the interested party.

18. The Complainant unable to have the issue resolved by the Respondent’s Internal Dispute Resolution Committee, has her only hope in the Political Parties Dispute Tribunal. 

19. That is all I have to state

DATED at NAIROBI this……………..…..day of……………………………2021

………………………………………….………
Swahiba Swahiba
The Complainant’s Media Consultant 

FILED BY:


TO BE SERVED UPON:
                                                                     




